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Reading Statement

At Whitehall, we aim to teach reading to the highest possible level. We seek to instil a love
of reading in all learners and create a culture in which we promote and value the skills of
word reading and comprehension. Throughout the school, emphasis is placed on reading
for pleasure across a range of text types and genres. We use a whole school approach to
the teaching of reading which allows the explicit teaching of reading strategies and
comprehension. Class novels, short extracts, poems, picture books and visual texts are used
throughout the school.

The value of reading is instilled in our EYFS with teachers taking creative and child initiated
approaches to word reading and comprehension activities, appropriate to children’s age
and stage. In Reception, Phonics sessions are taught daily following a structured approach.
Weekly Guided Reading sessions are used to develop both decoding and comprehension
skills.

In KS1, pupils are given the best possible learning opportunities to ensure they develop into
confident readers with a wide range of reading strategies to support them. We continue to
deliver daily phonic sessions to ensure all pupils have solid and secure phonics knowledge
by the end of Year 1 and we then extend this learning into a tailored Scheme of Work which
covers all aspects of Phase 6 Letters and Sounds for Year 2.To further develop reading skills
pupils are taught wider reading skills through a discrete daily reading lesson. Both guided
reading sessions and whole class reading lessons are used to deliver the high quality
teaching of reading

For KS2, reading is taught during a daily discrete reading session. We follow a structured
reading programme based on the Reading Reconsidered principles. Teachers use the
programme to plan bespoke reading lessons which are fully inclusive. A variety of high
quality reading material is used to develop wider reading skills and promote the
understanding of deduction and inference. Alongside daily reading lessons, class texts are
used to cover a wide range of genres; allowing these texts to be studied at greater depth.
Such texts allow focus to be on comprehension of the text, the layout, purpose, structure
and organisation.



